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spirit, after which the assembly proceed to the house for a big feast. Each one of the relatives to show respect or affection to the memory of the deceased, brings a portion of arrack to add to the amount for consumption.
In the case of the day-observing section, there is no triteru, but the friends repair to the bank of a neighbouring tank, or to some other water, where the shaving and widow rites are all gone through in much the same way. After this they all bathe and then return to the house for a feast.
When the feast is over, it is usual, as at weddings, for the friends and relatives to signify their respect for the deceased by presenting money and other things to the karta, for which purpose grain is brought. This custom is really a way of mutually assisting each other in the heavy expenses of the ceremony, and it is expected that the recipients of such aid shall in like manner assist the givers on any similar occasion. This help is called katnam, a word meaning dues or gifts. The way these gifts are collected is rather peculiar. After the feast is over the dasari receives from each one a gift, and as he takes it he holds it up above his head, shouting out that so and so has given such and such a sum in the name of so and so (the deceased). He then gives a leap up into the air and repeats a verse. This goes on until each one who intends doing so has presented his contributions. The dasari receives a fee for his trouble. After this he sits and tells stories until night or day light, as the case may be, when the company separate.
The reason given for all this feasting and drinking and telling of stories is that the departed spirit may be satisfied and go away, without causing any harm to the living. They fear that, if it were not thus satisfied, the spirit might take away some one to be with it, especially one whom it had loved in its life-